
Information on Zonegran ZONISAMIDE (zoe-NIH-sa-mide) 

 

Indications: This medicine is an anticonvulsant used with other medicines to control 

certain types of seizures. 

Before using:  Some medicines or medical conditions may interact with this medicine. 

INFORM YOUR DOCTOR OR PHARMACIST of all prescription and over-the-counter 

medicine that you are taking. ADDITIONAL MONITORING OF YOUR DOSE OR 

CONDITION may be needed if you are taking phenytoin, carbamazepine, valproate, or 

phenobarbital, anticholinergics (e.g., benztropine, hyoscyamine), acetazolamide, or 

methazolamide. Inform your doctor of any other medical conditions including kidney or 

liver disease, allergies, pregnancy, or breast-feeding. USE OF THIS MEDICINE IS NOT 

RECOMMENDED if you have a history of kidney stones. Contact your doctor or 

pharmacist if you have any questions or concerns about taking this medicine. 

Directions:  Follow the directions for using this medicine provided by your doctor. This 

medicine comes with a patient information leaflet. Read it carefully. Ask your doctor, 

nurse, or pharmacist any questions that you may have about this medicine. SWALLOW 

WHOLE. Do not break, crush, or chew before swallowing. This medicine may be taken 

on an empty stomach or with food. DRINKING EXTRA FLUIDS while you are taking 

this medicine is recommended. Check with your doctor or nurse for instructions. STORE 

THIS MEDICINE at room temperature between 59 and 86 degrees F (15 and 30 degrees 

C), away from heat and light. IF YOU MISS A DOSE OF THIS MEDICINE, take it as 

soon as possible. If it is almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and go back 

to your regular dosing schedule. DO NOT TAKE 2 doses at once. Cautions 

DO NOT EXCEED THE RECOMMENDED DOSE without checking with your doctor. 

DO NOT STOP USING THIS MEDICINE without first checking with your doctor. 

KEEP ALL DOCTOR AND LABORATORY APPOINTMENTS while you are using 

this medicine. BEFORE YOU HAVE ANY MEDICAL OR DENTAL TREATMENTS, 

EMERGENCY CARE, OR SURGERY, tell the doctor or dentist that you are taking this 

medicine. DO NOT TAKE THIS MEDICINE IF YOU HAVE HAD A SEVERE 

ALLERGIC REACTION to this medicine or any other sulfonamide antibiotic (such as 

Septra DS, Bactrim DS, Gantrisin). A severe reaction includes a severe rash, hives, 

breathing difficulties, or dizziness. If you have a question about whether you are allergic 

to this medicine, contact your doctor or pharmacist. IF YOU EXPERIENCE difficulty 

breathing; tightness of chest; swelling of eyelids, face, or lips; or if you develop a rash or 

hives, tell your doctor immediately.   

 

Do not take any more doses of this medicine unless your doctor tells you to do so. Wear a 

medical alert tag indicating that you are taking this medicine.  

 

THIS MEDICINE MAY CAUSE drowsiness or dizziness. DO NOT DRIVE, OPERATE 

MACHINERY, OR DO ANYTHING ELSE THAT COULD BE DANGEROUS until 

you know how you react to this medicine. Using this medicine alone, with other 

medicines, or with alcohol may lessen your ability to drive or to perform other potentially 

dangerous tasks. This medicine may cause decreased sweating.  



 

Avoid becoming overheated in hot weather, saunas, or during exercise or other activity 

since heatstroke may occur. BEFORE YOU BEGIN TAKING ANY NEW MEDICINE, 

either prescription or over-the-counter, check with your doctor or pharmacist. Caution 

should be used in children since they may be more sensitive to the effects of this 

medicine, especially the risk of overheating. FOR WOMEN: Use a reliable form of birth 

control while taking this medicine. IF YOU PLAN ON BECOMING PREGNANT, 

discuss with your doctor the benefits and risks of using this medicine during pregnancy. 

IT IS UNKNOWN IF THIS MEDICINE IS EXCRETED in breast milk. IF YOU ARE 

OR WILL BE BREAST-FEEDING while you are using this medicine, check with your 

doctor or pharmacist to discuss the risks to your baby. 

 

Possible side effects:  SIDE EFFECTS, that may go away during treatment, include 

dizziness, drowsiness, clumsiness, confusion, nervousness, headache, nausea, loss of 

appetite, runny nose, diarrhea, indigestion, constipation, dry mouth, or trouble sleeping. If 

they continue or are bothersome, check with your doctor. CHECK WITH YOUR 

DOCTOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE if you experience depression, numbness and 

tingling of hands or feet, double vision, back and forth eye movements, trouble speaking, 

difficulty concentrating, agitation or irritability, or mood changes. CONTACT YOUR 

DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY if you experience abdominal pain, painful urination, change 

in amount of urine, fever, decreased sweating, sore throat, easy bruising, or rash. If you 

notice other effects not listed above, contact your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. 

If you take too much: If overdose is suspected, contact your local poison control center or 

emergency room immediately. Symptoms of overdose may include slow heart beat, 

weakness, fatigue, dizziness, or difficulty breathing. 

 

Additional information: If your symptoms do not improve or if they become worse, check 

with your doctor. DO NOT SHARE THIS MEDICINE with others for whom it was not 

prescribed. DO NOT USE THIS MEDICINE for other health conditions. KEEP THIS 

PRODUCT out of the reach of children. IF USING THIS MEDICINE FOR AN 

EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME, obtain refills before your supply runs out. 


